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NORTON-RADSTOCK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  19^3 » 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norton-Radstock  Urban  District  Council, 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  ny  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions 
and  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ended  31sf  December  19^3  • 

SECTION  A. 

(a)  Area  (in  acres) . . .  3>360. 

(b)  Population . . . . .  ...  12,901* 

(c)  Number  of  inhabitated  houses .  4 >383* 

(d)  Rateable  Value  (31st  December  19^3)  .  £349>3l6* 

(e)  Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  on  31st  December  196  3  .  £1,422.  0.  8d. 

(f)  Chief  Industriess- 

(1)  Coal  mining. 

(2)  Agriculture. 

(3)  Paper  bag  making. 

(4)  Printing. 

(5)  Glove  making. 

(6)  Wagon  repairing. 

(7)  Timber  constructional  works. 

(8)  Boot  and  shoe  making. 

(9)  Engineering. 

Unemployment . 

The  figures  at  the  Midsomer  Norton  Labour  Exchange  for  those  unemployed 
were  on  the  average,  per  month,  as  follows? 

Males  -  142  (including  50  men  laid  off  by  bad  weather  in  building  trade). 


Females  -  20. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 

Live  births? 

Males . 

Females . 

Total . 

Legitimate 

123. 

95* 

218. 

Illegitimate 

4. 

1. 

5* 

Total 

127. 

96. 

223. 
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Stillbirths?  Males.  Females.  Total . 


Legitimate  2. 

2. 

4- 

Illegitimate  0. 

0. 

0. 

Total  2. 

2. 

4. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live 

Deaths. 

population  was 

and  stillbirths 

17.28 

17.62 

wa  s  ... 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

73* 

71* 

144. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population  was 

11.16 

The  number  of  deaths  from  causes  associated  with  childbirth  or 
abortion  was . 

0. 

The  death  rate  from  causes  associated  with  childbirth  or 

aborti  on  nor  1.000  live?  and  stillbirths  was . 

0. 

~ - -  -  IT--  —  7 - *  '  ~  - ~  w  .. 

Deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age? 

Males.  Females. 

Total 

• 

Under  1  week 

0. 

0. 

0. 

Under  4  weeks 

2. 

0. 

2. 

Under  12  months  (legitimate) 

3. 

1. 

4. 

(illegitimate) 

0. 

0. 

0. 

3. 

1. 

4. 

Causes  of  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year 

of  age? 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


Congenital  Malformation 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Prematurity 

1. 

0. 

1. 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

1. 

0. 

1. 

3.  1.  4. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  ages 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births . . .  17'93- 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births .  18.34* 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births . .  Nil. 


Infants  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births .  8.9 6. 

Infants  under  1  week  per  1,000  live  births .  0. 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total 

live  and  stillbirths.  ...  . . . .  17.62. 
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Causes  of  death  weres 


Males . 

Females . 

Total 

Heart  Diseaso  (l):  Coronary. 

15. 

12. 

27. 

'(•2)  Other  forms. 

3. 

7. 

10. 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease. 

0. 

3. 

3. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases. 

5. 

4. 

9. 

Vascular  lesion  of  the  Nervous  System. 

8. 

13. 

21. 

Cancer  (l)  Stomach. 

2. 

1. 

3. 

(2)  Lung  or  Bronchus. 

7. 

1. 

8. 

(3)  Breast. 

0. 

4. 

4. 

(4)  Uterus. 

0. 

4. 

4. 

(5)  Other  Sites. 

4. 

7. 

11. 

Influenza . 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Pnenumonia . 

3. 

5. 

8. 

Bronchitis . 

4. 

0. 

4- 

Tuberculosis  non-respiratory . 

2. 

0. 

2. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. 

7. 

1. 

8. 

Diabetes . 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Disease  of  Alimentary  tract . 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Nephrities  or  Nephrosis. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Other  infectious  and  parasitic  diseases. 

1. 

0. 

1. 

Cogenital  Malformation. 

1. 

0. 

1. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases. 

5. 

4. 

9. 

Accidents  (l)  Road. 

1. 

0. 

1. 

(2)  Other. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

73. 

71. 

144. 

SECTION  Bo 

General  Provision  of  the  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1 .  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  time)  Dr.  A.  H.  Bulleid  M.R.C.S. ,  L.R.C.Po 

(b)  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  &  Housing  Officer  R.  H.  Howard  M.R.S.H., 

M.A.P.H.I. 

(c)  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  R.  Wigglesworth  M.A.P.H.I. 
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2 .  Auxiliary  Services. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Provided  by  the  County  Health  Laboratory  in  Bath.  The  Director  readily 
advises  on  request. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 


The  service  is  run  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  County  Council  at  Taunton. 
There  is  a  local  ambulance  station.  The  ambulances  are  radio  controlled. 

Requests  are  made  to  the  central  office  at  Glastonbury.  The  service  works  well. 

A  car  service  is  also  provided  for  patients  attending  hospital  if  such  transport 
is  needed  on  medical  grounds. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  Maternity  and  District  Nurses. 

The  nurses  in  this  area  provide  an  efficient  and  appreciated  service.  The 
staff  is  adequate  in  average  times,  so  that  reasonable  periods  of  off  duty  can 
be  arranged.  The  Midsomer  Norton  nurses  are  still  housed  in  a  pre-fab.  This 
is  unsuitable  and  unworthy  of  their  status  in  the  community.  Nothing  but  vague 
talk  comes  from  the  authority  responsible  for  the  nursing  service.  Although  it 
is  stated  to  be  welcomed  if  any  concrete  suggestion  is  made  to  the  authority, 
only  inertia  results. 

(b)  Home  Help  Services. 

This  valuable  service  continues.  In  addition  to  helping  the  aged  and 
infirm  it  sometimes  helps  housewives  get  essential  rest.  Frequently  this 
latter  problem  remains  unsolved. 

(c)  Red  Cross  Depot. 

The  presence  of  trained  medical  personel  within  the  community  is  a  great 
asset.  The  loan  department  gives  a  useful  service. 

4.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 


(a)  Tuberculosis . 


The  County  Chest  Physician  attends  the  Radstock  Clinic  and  also  holds  a 
weekly  out  patient  clinic  at  Paulton  Hospital.  With  the  decrease  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  tuberculosis,  his  help  and  advice  is  sought  increasingly  in  other 
chest  maladies  such  as  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema,  Pneumoconiosis  and  Cancer. 

His  ready  help  is  valuable  and  is  a  useful  link  in  getting  cases  needing  special 
treatment  to  hospital. 

(b)  Veneral  Disease. 

Cases  are  infrequent  in  this  area.  Treatment  is  obtained  in  clinics  at 
the  Bath  and  Bristol  Hospitals.  The  risk  of  spread  of  these  diseases  by 
laxity  in  moral  standards  is  increasing. 

(c)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Good  work  is  done  at  well  attended  clinics.  If  the  health  services  were 
sensibly  organised  this  welfare  work  would  be  part  of  the  general  practitioner 
service.  Innoculations  are  done  at  these  clinics.  The  innoculation  state 
of  the  child  is  not  entered  on  the  National  Health  Service  Card,  thus  this 
knowledge  is  not  available  on  those  occasions  when  it  might  really  be  important . 

(d)  Childrens  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

The  clinic  is  held  at  Radstock.  This  is  a  duplication  of  services,  as 
children  needing  orthopaedic  advice  are  usually  referred  to  consultants  at 
hospital . 
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(e)  Maternity  Services. 

The  attention  given  hy  the  nurses  to  mothers  in  their  homes,  and  in  hospital 
hy  the  staff  of  Paulton  Hospital  reaches  a  high  standard.  At  Paulton  side  wards 
for  ante-natal  and  post-natal  cases  requiring  isolation  are  still  required. 

St.  Martins  Hospital,  Bath  accepts  cases  if  no  room  is  available  at  Paulton 
Hospital,  and  difficult  cases  also  when  it  is  considered  that  a  large  hospital 
best  suits  their  needs.  Almost  all  the  local  doctors  see  their  maternity  cases 
with  the  district  nurses.  This  helps  all  concerned.  A  flying  squad  can  be 
summoned  to  emergencies  in  the  home. 

(f )  Dental  Treatment. 


The  state  of  dental  hygiene  throughout  the  community  is  improving,  but 
still  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Carelessness  is  chiefly  responsible,  but 
the  charges  made  under  the  National  Health  Service  are  an  aggravating  factor. 

Skilled  dental  treatment  is  available  locally.  It  is  doubtfull  if  the 
practitioners  could  cope  with  all  the  work  if  everyone  in  need  of  attention, 
sought  it.  At  times  there  is  difficulty  in  getting  emergency  treatment. 

The  school  dental  service  as  planned  does  not  exist,  this  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  salaries  offered  in  public  services  are  not  high  enough  to  attract 
people . 

(g)  Mental  Health  Services. 


The  County  Health  Authority  runs  this  service.  The  local  officer  is 
efficient  and  helpful.  Treatment  constantly  improves.  Little  is  left  of 
the  public  prejudice  against  getting  treatment  in  hospitals  for  the  mentally 
ill.  Often  people  are  astonished  at  the  favourable  results  of  treatment. 

In  spite  of  considerable  improvements  antiquated  buildings  have  still  to  be 
used.  There  are  shortages  also  of  trained  nursing  staff. 

(h)  No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  for  the 
removal  of  persons  needing  care  and  attention  during  the  year  under  review. 

5.  Hospital  Services. 


This  district  is  in  the  Bath  Clinical  Area.  Bath  Consultants  attend  at 
Paulton  Hospital  and  advice  is  usually  obtained  from  that  quarter.  The 
exchange  of  knowledge  between  these  consultants  and  local  doctors  is  of  great 
value,  from  which  people  in  the  district  ultimately  benefit. 

Claverton  Down  Hospital  admits  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 

A  considerable  number  of  patients  with  disease  of  the  lungs  have  received 
beneficial  treatment  at  Winsley  Chest  Hospital. 

Urgent  cases  are  dealt  with  expeditiously  through  the  Bath  Emergency  Bed 
Bureau . 

Many  improvements  to  local  hospital  buildings  have  been  made,  but  no 
hospital  is  truly  modern.  Patients  cannot  be  nursed  under  open  air  conditions, 
and  structural  methods  preventing  cross  infection  are  absent.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  vigilance  is  required  to  restrain  bacteria  resistant  to 
antibiotics . 

People  greatly  appreciate  having  a  local  hospital  in  this  area.  As  is 
to  be  expected  they  feel  less  isolated  in  it  than  in  larger  institutions 
elswhere.  They  also  feel  more  of  an  individual  and  less  of  a  number. 

The  shortage  of  beds  for  the  elderly  chronic  sick  still  exists. 

Relatives  in  some  cases  show  a  lack  of  responsibility  in  caring  for  the  aged, 
Beds  are  therefore  used  for  people  who  do  not  need  medical  attention  to  the 
exclusion  of  those  who  do.  This  causes  the  admission  of  the  latter  to  be 
delayed . 
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In  some  specialities  the  waiting  time  for  out  patient  appointments,  and 
admission  to  hospital  is  still  too  long.  Whilst  this  is  so,  the  incentive 
remains  to  jump  the  queue  hy  paying  private  fees. 

6.  General  Health  Services. 


The  National  Health  Service  should  he  free  at  time  of  use.  The  division 
of  patients  into  paying  and  non-paying  clases  leads  to  abuse  and  is  disliked. 
The  medical  needs  of  the  patient  should  he  the  only  criterion  in  considering 
his  treatment.  Supplying  drugs  under  the  National  Health  Service  to  private 
patients  is  opposed. 

It  is  considered  that  the  following  are  essential  items  for  improving 
the  service, 

(1)  The  maximum  number  of  patients  on  a  doctors  list  he  reduced. 

(2)  Surgery  premises  be  provided  hy  the  service  or  he  a  charge  on  the 
service . 

(3)  Ancillary  help  he  provided.  It  is  considered  that  the  amount  of 
skilled  time  that  is  wasted  at  present  is  demoralizing  and 
uneconomic. 

7.  Care  of  the  Blind. 


The  service  for  those  with  defective  vision  is  run  hy  the  County  Health 
Authority, 

8 .  Cancer . 


This  disease  of  the  lungs  continues  to  increase.  The  public  should 
constantly  he  reminded  of  the  dangers  of  smoking.  Owing  to  the  large 
financial  interests  involved  the  responsible  authority  appears  deliberately  to 
he  avoiding  its  responshility .  Television  for  instance  is  used  to  persuade 

people  to  smoke,  hut  not  for  reminding  them  of  the  consequences.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  public  choose  to  turn  a  blind  eye  to  the  risks,  hut  in  so 
doing  set  a  had  example  to  younger  people. 

The  cancer  relief  organisation  works  in  this  area. 

9.  Epileptics  and  Spastics . 


The  family  doctors  treat  these  cases.  The  County  Health  Authority  is 
interested  in  defective  children. 

10.  Senility. 


Voluntary  bodies  help  the  aged  in  the  district.  Car  runs  and  outings 
are  arranged.  Clubs  are  run  which  meet  once  a  week.  Almost  without 
exception  those  who  live  alone  appreciate  the  work  of  those  who  visit  them. 

The  meals  on  wheels  service  has  proved  a  success  and  there  is  a  waiting 
list  for  those  wanting  the  service.  There  is  therefore  increased  scope. 

The  number  of  meals  served  is  limited  hy  kitchen  facilities,  this  is  provided 
hy  the  generous  help  of  a  local  firm  which  has  in  fact  made  the  service 
possible . 

It  is  thought  that  the  meals  on  wheels  service  might  well  now  he  run  as 
a  County  Welfare  Service  whilst  continuing  to  employ  voluntary  help.  Kitchens 
such  as  are  available  for  school  meals  could  then  he  used  to  provide  an 
expansion  of  this  service. 

SECTION  C. 


1 .  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

The  programme  of  slum  clearance  was  continued  with  vigour  throughout  the 
year.  Clearance  of  those  slum  properties,  scheduled  in  i960  to  he  dealt  with 
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in  five  years,  will  be  completed  in  advance  of  the  date  as  given.  Pressure 
has  been  put  on  owners  of  these  obsolete  properties  to  ensure  that  the 
demolition  orders  were  observed  in  full. 

The  control  within  the  Department  of  Slum  Clearance,  Improvement  Grants, 
Purchase  of  properties  and  Council  housing  provides  an  opportunity  for  this 
comprehensive  drive  to  secure  better  housing  conditions  throughout  the 
district.  A  major  contribution  to  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  urban 
population  is  thus  made . 

A  further  contribution  in  the  care  of  the  aged  was  achieved  by  the  opening 
of  the  twenty- two  old  peoples  flatlets  at  St.  Chad's  Green  during  the  month  of 
June.  These  excellently  designed  units  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  followed  by  many 

more . 


As  more  small  houses  become  available  under-occupation  which  is  evident  in 
Council  owned  pre-war  estates  can  be  tackled.  So  that  the  best  use  of  existing 
Council  houses  may  be  made  and  young  families  given  the  opportunity  of  securing 
decent  homes  it  is  important  for  some  people  to  be  willing  to  move  to  smaller 
properties. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  circular  a  start  was  made  to  bring  about 
a  comprehensive  area  of  "improved  houses"  by  means  of'  an  Improvement  Area. 

Of  the  108  properties  within  the  area  selected,  only  36  dwellings  we re  capable 
of  improvement.  The  result  of  the  excercise  was  not  encouraging.  As 
;<  persuasion  seems  to  fail,  power  is  needed  to  make  landlords  provide  modern 
amenities  for  the  tenant  in  properties  that  still  have  a  useful  life. 

To  illustrate  the  dangers  of  smoking,  senior  pupils  at  schools  were  shown 
a  film  by  a  mobile  film  unit,  and  given  an  accompanying  talk  by  university 
graduates . 

3.  Water . 


Source  of  supply? 

(1)  The  bottle  head  springs  at  Downhead? 

(2)  Downhead  and  Gurney  Slade  Springs 5 

(3)  Chilcompton  Springs? 

(4)  Chew  Valley  Reservior. 

Mains  -  Quality. 


This  has  been  satisfactory.  The  Chilcompton  supply  causes  some  anxiety 
as  it  could  most  easily  be  contaminated.  Ho  water  has  any  plumbosolvent 
action. 

Quantity. 

This  is  considered  adequate,  and  no  shortage  occured  in  the  year  under 
review . 

The  following  results  were  obtained  from  samples  taken  for  analysis. 


Raw  Water 

Treated  after  going  into  supply 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

■  Sat . 

1 

Unsat . 

Sat . 

Unsat . 

Sat. 

Unsat . 

Sat . 

Unsat . 

- 

3. 

■  ■  -  ■  -  -  - 

— 

102. 

8. 
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The  chlorine  injector  apparatus  has  heen  adjusted  as  necessary  if  samples 
have  heen  unsatisfactory. 

The  number  of  dwellings  on  mains  supply  is  %  4,366. 

The  number  of  dwellings  not  on  mains  supply  is  %  16. 

A  piped  supply  has  been  given  to  one  house  which  previously  relied  on  well 
water . 

Results  of  analysis  of  water  tested  from  wells. 


Sat 

isfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

— 

2. 

- 

22. 

The  number  of  houses  relying  on  well  supplies  is  g  8. 

The  number  of  houses  relying  on  spring  supplies  is  s  9, 

The  need  for  supplying  a  sufficient  and  wholesome  water  supply  to  these 
remaining  dwellings  is  important. 

4*  Swimming  Baths . 

There  are  three  swimming  baths  in  the  areas 

(1)  Public  Bath  at  Wei  ton. 

(2)  Private  bath  at  Mid some r  Norton  Grammar  School. 

(3)  Private  bath  at  Writhlington  Secondary  Modern  School. 

All  baths  are  supplied  from  the  mains  and  are  purified  by  automatic 
filtration  and  chlorination  plants. 


The  following  results  were  obtained  from  samples  taken  from  the  baths. 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


5. 


6 . 


Welton  Swimming  Bath. 

Midsomer  Norton  Grammar  School  Bath. 
Writhlington  Secondary  Modern  School  Bath. 
Sanitation. 

The  district  is  served  by  two  sewage  works, 
drainage . 

It  is  proposed  to  enlarge  and  improve  both 
and  Radstock. 

Camping  Sites . 


10.  0. 

6 .  0. 

5.  3. 


The  whole  district  has  main 

the  works  at  Midsomer  Norton 


There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  area.  Two  licenced  caravans  are  used 
as  permanent  houses.  It  is  estimated  that  four  people  use  them. 
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7 •  Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  collection  is  made  on  a  weekly  basis  throughout  the  entire  district. 
Two  vehicles  and  direct  labour  are  used.  Trade  refuse  is  collected  by  request 
and  the  actual  cost  is  charged.  One  tip  is  used  over  which  the  Council  has 
partial  control.  .  This  tip  causes  a  nuisance  to  residents  in  the  immediate 
area.  Incineration  would  be  a  more  hygienic  method  of  disposal. 

8.  Rodent  Control. 


One  part  time  rodent  operator  is  employed.  He  is  a  trained  man  using 
modern  methods,  with  transport  to  cover  the  district. 


9*  Sewer  Treatments. 

Sewers  were  treated  throughout  the  district  during  the  year,  they  were 
found  free  of  rats. 

10.  Factories  Acts,  1917  -  1959. 

Local  Authorities  or  '’District  Councils"  as  the  Act  defines  them,  are 
responsible  for  administrating  the  provisions  relating  to: 

(1)  Sanitary  conveniences  in  all  types  of  factories. 

(2)  Cleanliness  overcrowding,  temperature  and  ventilation  in  non¬ 
mechanical  power  factories. 

(3)  Homework  (Outworkers)  -  Conditions  of  premises  in  relation  to  health 
of  outworkers. 

A  summary  of  the  information  required  by  the  Ministry  is  tabulated  below? 

.Part  1  of  the  Act. 

(l)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  of  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) . 


Premises 

Humber  on 

Humber  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3?  4?  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority. 

5. 

3. 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

67. 

77- 

7. 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  premises) . 

4. 

7. 

2. 

Nil 

1  TOTAL  ......  o. 

7  6. 

87. 

9. 

Nil 

■ 


l 


. 
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(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Premises . 

Number  of  cases 

were 

in  which  defects 
found . 

Number  of 
!  cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remed ied 

Refer: 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

-ed . 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l). 

4. 

4. 

Nil. 

Nil, 

Nil. 

Overcrowding  (S„  2). 

- 

- 

■-t 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.  6). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.  7) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  of  defective 

6 . 

4. 

— 

3. 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 
rolating  to  outwork) . 

— 

— 

*— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  oooooooooooo 

c 

* 

e 

O 

I — 1 

8. 

Nil. 

3. 

Nil. 

Part  Vlll  of  the  Act  -  Outwork. 

Sections  110  and  111. 


Nature  of  work  s  Glove  making. 

Number  of  outworkers  in  August  list  required  by  Section  110  (l)  (c)  s  90. 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council  (Sec.  110)  s  Nil, 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists  (Sec.  110)  s  Nil. 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  (Sec.  Ill)  s  Nil. 

Notices  served  (Section  111)  s  Nil. 

Prosecutions  (Section  111)  g  Nil. 

SECTION  D. 

1.  Housing . 

On  the  31st  December  196  3  there  were  4 ? 3^3  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district 
of  which  1,143  are  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  and  3,240  privately. 


The  number  of  houses  gained  by  building  and  conversions  during  the  year 
wa 


090  OOO  OOO 
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The  number  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  during  the  year  was, 


116, 
46 , 


The  total  number  of  houses  gained  therefore  was 


70. 


I 


... 
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The  number  of  old  peoples  dwellings  built  with  County  Council  aid  was  ...  23 . 

The  number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  was  ...  ...  . ..  ...  .  17. 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1961  substitution  of  closing  orders  for 

demolition  orders,  number  of  times  action  was  taken  was-.  ...  ...  ...  ...  27. 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1961  reconstruction  of  condemned  houses, 

number  of  times  action  was  taken  was.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2. 

The  number  of  temporary  prefabricated  houses  occupied  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  52. 


Houses  required  to  replace  those  scheduled  for  demolition  were... 

The  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was.  ...  ...  0..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


150 . 

240. 


These  were  sub-divided  under  the  following  headings" 

(a)  Urgent  bona  fide  cases.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  Applications  for  old  peoples  dwellings..  ...  ... 

^  C  ^  0  "t  tlS  r  OO.  ...  ,0.  0.0  ...  O.,  ...  06.  .6.  6.0  ... 


0  0  9 


9  0  0 


9  0  0 


. . .  27 . 

. . ,  15 • 

6  ..  198. 


\ 

Houses  built 
during  year. 

Houses  being 
built . 

Gained  from 
conversion  of 
large  houses  or 
buildings  into 
Flats  or  dwellings 

Lost  from 
. 

conversion 

of  two  or 
more  houses 
to  one 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

Local 

Authority 

24. 

23. 

32. 

24. 

- 

- 

Private 

Enterprise 

- 

68. 

- 

0 

Ln 

LO, 

1 — i 

1. 

- 

Number  of  Post  War  Houses  Built  from 

1st  April  1945  to  31st  December  1963 

Housing  Programme  for  1964= 

By  Local  Authority 

By  Private  Enterprise 

For  Slum 
Clearance 

For  other 
Purposes 

694. 

567. 

32. 

24. 

r 

2,  Improvement  Grants. 


(a)  Discretionary  Grants. 

As  a  policy  in  the  drive  for  improving  old  type  houses'  the  Council 
introduced  this  type  of  grant  for  the  first  time  during  1963 .  The  total 
number  of  applications  for  this  larger  grant  was  only  two.  Neither 
involved  the  converting  of  larger  type  properties  into  smaller  units,  or  a 
full  and  comprehensive  scheme  of  improvement. 


1 

i 


■» 

(b)  Standard  Grants. 
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59  Applications  for  the  Standard  Grant  were  received  and  approved,  of 
which  32  were  from  owner/occupiers.  The  percentage  from  landlords  is 
considerably  higher  than  the  national  average  owing  to  the  National  Coal 
Board  as  a  policy  improving  their  houses  within  the  area. 

The  Board’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  their  policy  did  not 
conform  with  the  wishes  of  the  Ministry.  This  sets  out  to  improve  dwellings 
systematically.  They  were  modernising  houses  in  a  haphazard  and  isolated  way. 

The  5  year  programme  for  the  improvement  of  pre-war  Council  houses  started 
in  1961.  Since  that  date  areas  have  been  surveyed  and  the  Ministry  has 
approved  eight  schemes  totalling  231  properties.  Where  before  there  was  doubt 
whether  tenants  would  consent  to  these  works,  to-day  tenants  of  all  ages 
anxiously  enquire  when  their  improvements  will  begin. 

SECTION  E. 


1.  Food. 


Premises  where  food  is  prepared. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  1 6  of  the  Food  and  Druss 
Act,  1955  is  71. 

(a)  Ice  cream. 


The  number  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  retailed  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  49, 

19  Samples  of  loose  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  all  were  returned  as  Grade  1.  Ice  cream  is  not  made  in  this  district. 

A  concern  operating  a  small  fleet  of  "Soft  Ice  Cream"  vehicles  occupy  a 
private  house.  No  fault  can  be  found  in  the  equipment,  vehicles  or  method 
of  processing  their  product.  There  does  however  appear  to  be  an  anomaly 
that  whilst  premises  must  be  registered  this  does  not  apply  to  vehicles  used 
for  making  ice  cream. 

It  is  still  difficult  to  get  samples  for  examination  from  vendors  who 
come  into  the  district  late  in  the  day  to  coincide  with  school  closing  hours. 

(b)  Milk. 

The  number  of  Registered  Distributors  is.  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  5. 

The  number  of  Registered  Dairy  premises  (other  than  dairy  farms)  is..  2. 

So  little  responsibility  is  left  with  local  authorities  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairy  Regulations  that  control  by  a  single  body  would  be  more  efficient. 

(c)  Food  Hygiene. 

Continual  progress  has  been  made  in  the  field  of  Food  Hygiene  by  constant 
routine  inspections  of  all  food  handling  premises.  Mobile  hawkers  of  food 
still  create  problems,  for  whereas  the  properly  constructed  mobile  shop  is  of 
good  standard  the  converted  delivery  van  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

It  was  necessary  to  report  several  contraventions  to  the  Council  where 
persuasion  had  failed.  On  receipt,  however,  of  a  final  warning  letter  of 
impending  prosecution  the  offending  premises  were  brought  up  to  the  necessary 
standard . 

Lectures  in  conjunction  with  the  Norton-Radstock  Technical  College  for 
school  leavers  entering  the  retail  food  trade  were  given  on  the  aspects  of 
"Clean  Food".  This  provided  an  excellent  opportunity  to  educate  these  young 
people  in  the  elementary  facts  of  handling  food  in  a  hygienic  manner.  Such 
a  scheme  is  recommended  for  all  school  leavers. 


a 


■ 
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nOV/  accePted  that  a  "Food  Premises"  is  no  longer  a  shop  or 
vehicle  that  can  he  easily  converted  at  little  expense.  Hygienic  equipment 
surfaces,  display  and  refrigeration  cahinets  are  all  essential  before  any  ? 
person  to-day  can  consider  selling  food. 

(d)  Foodstuffs  Condemned. 

The  amounts  of  various  foods  which  were  condemned  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  for  the  year  are  given  below ° 


oo  oeo  «oo 
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405  Tins  and  jars  of  fish,  fruit,  vegetables,  milk  and  cooked  neat 

Fish,  neat  and  sausages...  ...  ...  .......  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Total 

( ® )  Slaughterhouses  and  Bacon  Factories. 

(i)  Private  slaughterhouses  *  There  are  2  licenced  and  in  use. 

(ii)  There  are  no  bacon  factories. 

(111)  No  slaughterhouses  are  leased  or  owned  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(iv)  There  are  no  slaughterhouses  for  horses. 

Compulsory  100^  inspection  of  meat  was  introduced  during  the  year,  it  is 
required  that  all  meat  be  stamped  as  fit  for  consumption  before  leaving  the 
slaughterhouse.  Charges  are  made  for  the  service.  The  problems  of  achieving 
100,0  meat  inspection  are  not  difficult  within  the  area  as  there  are  only  two 
.rivate  slaughterhouses.  It  is  regretted  that  no  provision  to  control 
slaughtering  hours  was  included  in  the  regulations  to  stop  late  night  and 
week-end  slaughtering.  6 


420  lb 
185  lb 
605  lb 


: . . 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during  the  year 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed . 

341. 

- 

1. 

625. 

168. 

- 

Number  inspected. 

341. 

- 

1. 

623. 

M 

o\ 

00 

O 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

And  Cysticercio 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

17. 

I  __ 

5. 

8. 

4 .9855 

- 

- 

CO 

0 

0 

4.76fo 

- 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

_ 

.. _ 

. 

1. 

- 

- 

— 

- 

0.59/ 

- 

Cysticercosis . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

—  1 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Weight  of  meat  condemned 
(in  lbs.)  fors- 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

7  lbs 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

298  lbs 

- 

- 

14  lbs  2 

9  lbs 

- 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

i 

298  lbs 

- 

- 

14  lbs  3 

6  lbs 

- 
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(f )  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

The  County  Laboratories  carry  out  any  examination  of  food  and  assist  with 
the  identification  of  disease  in  meat  inspection. 

(g)  Clean  Air  Act. 

Routine  observations  were  taken  throughout  the  area.  The  attention  of 
those  responsible  was  drawn  verbally  to  any  contravention  of  the  Act,  No 
formal  action  was  taken. 

SECTION  F. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis)  were 
notified  during  the  year. 


Measles  g 

155. 

Scarlet  Fever  g 

1. 

Whooping  Cough  1 

14. 

Dysentry  g 

1. 

Erysipelas  g 

2. 

Vaccination. 


No  vaccinations  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
under  the  Public  Health  Smallpox  Prevention  Regulations  1907. 

Now  that  the  small  outbreaks  of  smallpox  in  the  previous  year  have  been 
forgotten,  towards  vaccination  the  public  is  again  completely  apathetic. 


Vaccination  should  be  compulsory  unless  exemption  is  claimed  for  serious 
reasons . 


The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  or  re— vaccinated  in  the  year  ended  31st 
December  19^3  by  age  groups  is ? 


Age  Groups 

Under 

1  Year. 

1  Year. 

2-4 

Years 

5-14 
Years . 

15  Years 
and  over 

Total 

Primary 

Vaccination 

28. 

7- 

0. 

7. 

16 , 

58. 

Re-vaccination 

0. 

0. 

0, 

6 . 

13. 

19. 

Comparative  total  figures  for  the  year  1962  when  the  smallpox  outbreaks 
took  place  were? 

Primary  vaccination  g  2,300. 

Re-vaccination  g  696. 

Diphtheria . 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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(d)  Number  of  children  of  five  years  hut  under  12  years  who  received 
a  dose  of  oral  vaccine  after  three  salk  injections  or  three  oral  ■ 
doses  or  two  salk  injections  plus  two  oral  doses  ...  ...  ...  ...  312. 

Tuberculosis . 


Total  cases  notified. 

Total  deaths. 

Respiratory 

3. 

0. 

Non-respiratory 

0. 

0. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  colleagues  for  their  large  contribution  towards 
this  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

ft 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  A.  H.  Bulleid,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


